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PREFACE. 


HE Providence, which occaſoned 

the following diſcourſe, ſeemed to 

me affetting ; and ſuch as might be 

improved to the benefit of the many 
Young Perſons, who uſually come to our aſſem- 
bly. The uncommon attention and tenderneſs, with 
which J was beard, incline me to hope that ſome 
good impreſſions were made : ſach as neither va- 
nity, nor time ſhall be ever able to efface. This 
was followed by the requeſt of many Friends, 
to publiſh the Sermon, from a perſuaſion that 
it might be uſeful to revive and confirm 
good effefts, it might have produced; to which 
T conſented. 


The ſecond part of the ſecond uſe T had not 
time, nor indeed Occaſion to enlarge upon in 
preaching the Sermon; but I thought it too in- 


tereſting 
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tereſting to be omitted in the publication: The 
death of Children is a very diſtreſſing caſe to 
Parents, and I boped it would have its uſe 
to lay before them ſome arguments for their 
Submiſſion, when they ſhould be capable of calm 
reflections upon their duty and intereſt. Neither 
have I ſcrupled to WA for illuſtrating the 
fubject, or — ng the connection, fome oc- 
eafional thoughts, which offered in tranſtribing. 


| Thoſe Young Gentlemen, 7o whoſe requeſt 
T had a good regard in this publication, will 1 
hope, remember their late companion, net only, 
for his friendly and peaceable temper ; his 
faving fomething out of his appointments for 
a diſtreſſed object; his modeſt and reſpectful 
attention to what was ſaid to him; a moſt 
engaging diſpoſition in Youth : but as he was 
am inſtance of the uncertainty of all mortal 
febemes and hopes. Be flubborn in nothing, 
but virtue; be fond of nothing ſo much as the 
charms of innocence. And may You live to 
anſwer ' our expectations and care: and accept 
thrs teſirmony of a fiueere concern for the ri- 
generation; of which. I. would have 
yore the glory: eſpecially in that, which is the 
moſt eminent, wiz. the veneration cf God, the 


practice of virtue, and an invariable recti rude 
of mind and manners. 


JoB 


Jos xiv. 2. 


He e cometh forth hl ke a fower, and 


15 cur down ; ; 


FH AT is life lt is a vapour, 
/... eaſily diflipated by a - blaſt of 
- wind; a fhadow, continually, 
$723.24 and with a ſilent motion poſting 
awüy i ; a flower, which, from its own frailty 
and innumerable outward accidents, is liable, 
in all its: beauty, to fade and die. This is 
a very inſtructive, as well as affecting image 


of human life. The vanity, which attends 


it, and which we ſo often complain of, does 


not ariſe from any defect in the preſent con- 


ſtitution of things; for that is as perfect as 
infinite wiſdom intended it ſhould be. Thoſe 
viciſſitudes and changes in nature, which are 
indeed the ſources of decay, are not with- 
out their pleaſure and uſe. They have 


their place and order and influence in the pre- 


ſent ſyſtem of providence; and conſequently, 
we cannot find fault with our preſent condi- 
tion, without arraigning the ſovereignty of 
God, and diſputing —_ him the _—_— 
an 
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and funeſß of his appointments, The vaults. 
ſprings . — miſtakes: 
from judging wrong about the objects of our 
happineſs, and yeilding to irregular deſires 
and paſſions in the purſuit of them. If we 
think any worldly acquiſitions or injoyments, 
which are not in our power, neceſſary to our 
happineſs, e ſhall miſerably deceive. our- 
ſelves. After tie warmeſt and moſt ſucceſs- 
ful chaſe, an intelligent and immortal ſpirit 
will find itſelf empty and diſſatisfied: will 
feel the ſtrong and powerful conviction, that 
it was made fot purpoſts beyond the preſent 
ſcent for an heppinek OP refined, e 
ed and durable, than can poſſibly be derived 
from earthly things. But ſo it is we judge 
and chuſe wrong, and then ſupport that er- 
ror with all the warmth and ardor of our 
paſſions. Thus we come to. unite ſin and 
folly together, and make the vanity complete 
There is a careleſſneſs and levity of mind 
which unhappily prepares us for ſuob decep- 
tions, and till that is corrected we fhall be 
apt, on the firſt view of things, to judge 
and chuſe raſhly. To prevent this, it would 
be of great advantage, now and then to in- 
dulge a train of ſeverer thoughts, and hum- 
ble the pride of the heart by mortifying con- 
ſiderations of that life and its comforts, which 
we are ſo very fond of Whether we chuſe 


ſuch 
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fuch a diſcipline, or not, God is often pleaſed 
in the courſe of his providence to alarm and 
inſtruct us by ſad events. He calls us to 
wiſe and ſober reflections, by letting us ſee, 
how eaſily he can affect our intereſts and 
hopes. Here, and in this family, he ſtops 
on a ſudden the pleafing current of joy: 
there, he ſends a cloud, which darkens the 
faireſt proſpect, and falls in a ſhower. 
A Young Gentleman, that went from 


e under my care, laſt Chriſtmas, for buſi- 


« neſs, and came to fee me but the week 
* before laſt, to all appearance in perſect 
« health; was, within five days after, num- 
* bred amongſt the dead: fo ſoon, and. fo 
© unexpectedly did this fair flower fade. 
« The comely aſpect, good capacity, kind 
e and virtuous Sifookitions of this lovely 
« Youth drew after him the good wiſhes of 
« all that knew him; and gave his friends, 
ein particular, the hope of — happy 
“fruits from his maturity. But God was 
ce pleaſed to order it otherwiſe; to veil thofe 
e hopes, to check this bloom, and cut down 
ce this inviting flower. He cometh forth like 
« flower, and is cut down.” | 

The word as well as the providence of 
God lead us into ſerious contemplations : 
would cure our fondneſs for life, by ſhewing 
us its frailty, and promote our repentance by 
carrying our thoughts to that, «which is the end 
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of all men:. Let ſuch occaſional thoughts 

be ſuppoſed mournful, and to ſpread a gloom 
upon the objects of our comfort; yet if by 
the ſadneſs of the countenance the beart is made 
better ®, if ſerious contemplations produce good 
reſolutions and affections, neceſſary to finiſh 
life well, when mirth and pleaſure diſſipate 
them, it will be our wiſdom, as well as duty, 
to indulge. them on proper ' occafions. We 


e. ſhould deſire to grow wiſe by our ſorrows and 


fears, when we are in ſo much danger of 
being undone by our joys——Attend then 
to e ſtory. Man that is born of 
a woman is but of few days and full of trou- 
ble. He cemeth forth like a flower and is 


cut down; he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow | and con- 
tinueth not. 


Job is here pleading with God for an date 
ment of his miſery, and uſes a plea, to move 
his compaſſion, drawn from the general im- 
perfection of human life. This is the man- 
ner and force of it; © that ſince his days 
de were few, and a ſhare of trouble appoint- 

ed to bim as his portion ; that ſince what- 
ever excellence was.in life, it was fading ; 
whatever refreſhment and comfort, It was 
poſting away ; he humbly hoped, ſo mer- 
ciful a Being, and his Creator would not 
*© greaten his burden by new ſufferings, and 
quite exhauſt him by further trials of his 
faith and patience. And deft thou open thine 


wal eyes 


o C 


k. Fcclef, vii, 2. Ib. ver. 3. 
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te eyes upon ſuch an one, and bringeſt me into 
« judgment with thee,” as it follows the text. 
—— From this paſſage I ſhall take occaſion, 


| I... To conſider dowd life under the 
image of a fading flower, he cometh forth 
like a flower and 1s cut down. 


EI... To offer ſome thoughts, which 


ſhould reconcile us to this diſcouraging: 
account of life, 


III. To make ſome proper uſe of 
thoſe colloids, 


I ſhall ſpeak to the two former of theſe 


heads in a brief manner; the ſubject wanting 


rather to be improved than illuſtrated: ef 


cially by Young Perſons, for whoſe benefit 
this ben is intended. 


Let us conſider a little the repre- 
ſentation, which is here given of human life, 
under the image of a beautiful fading flower. 
He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut 
down. A very apt fimilitude of life, and, 
poſſibly, will pleaſe the more, becauſe it does 
not quite fink it into contempt ; but pre- 
ſerves ſomething of its excellence, by com- 
1 it to what is fair and pleaſing. 

I.... Human life, eſpecially, as we ma- 
nage it, reſembles a flower in this, chat it 
7s more ' ſhow than ſubſtance, W hen we look 


upon 


N 
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upon a bed of flowers we are charmed with 
their rich variety; with the beautiful draw- 
ings of nature, in ſuch ſtrong and lively co- 
lours ; and with ſuch a ſurprizing diſpoſition 
of light and ſhade. The bluſhing roſe, the 
gaudy. tulip, the painted carnation and lilly 
detain our eyes, and admiration. See how 
they expand and open all their beauties to the 
Sun. When we examine them a little more 
attentively, we find their glory ſuperficial. 
Tis only a thin leaf that is ſo decorated, and 
that ſupported by a flender ſtalk. And 'tis 
obſerved of thoſe flowers, which make the 
greateſt ſhow, that they have commonly the 
leaſt fragrancy ; little beſides ſhow to recom- 
mend them.——So human life looks fair 
and inviting ; but its beauty is ſuperficial ; 
its beſt appearance a ſwelling vanity, Surely, 
every man walketh in a vain ſhow<®, How 
common is it for us to rate life by the rich- 
neſs of dreſs, by the ſplendour of circum- 
ſtances, and the number of attendants ? What 
is the meaning of all the noiſe and buſtle, 
we meet with in the world? Is it not, who 
ſhall wear the moſt gaudy colours, and ſhine 
with diſtintion? Wiſdom and virtue, the 
proper excellence of human nature, are too 
often neglected ; and the approbation of the 
beſt of Beings poſtponed to the cloſe of life, 
We make our acquiſitions in our own way, 
but then tis with labour and toil : we fit 
down 


— 
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7 
down to enjoy them, but tis with diſſatisfac- 
tion and danger. It muſt be ſo, where there 


is no grace or vittue to ballance their influences 
and improve them into a. real bleſſing. Thus 
it is, when we come to look into the lives. 
of men, we too often miſs, what we ought 
to find there, moral and divine i improvements. 
That ſhowy. thing, which flutters up and 
down, may be nothing after all but outſide, 
his moral temper the very reverſe to his whole 
Atchievement ; rich, but ignorant; honour- 
able, but baſe and ſtu pid ; gay, but vile and, 
wicked, And is this * life that might be 
ornamented with truth and righeconſachs 
that life, which might be diſtinguiſhed with 
angelick rays and crowns; and aſpire to a 
perfection of happineſs ? Hoy. is it debaſed 
and proſtituted 8 Phile things; yea, to the 
loweſt meaneſt things in the world, carnal 
luſts! Thus the ſubſtance of life is often 
wanting, where the appearance is fair : and. 
the almoſt univerſal paſſion this, to be a more 
TY flower, or admired nothing. | 
. Human life like a flower 7s expoſed 
to hints injuricus accidents, The flower to 
day diſplays its native pride, and with ſuch 
a ſurprizing luſtre, as to exceed and outſnine 
e in all his glory : to morrow its beauty 
tarniſhes, and it is conſidered no longer, than 
as fuel to be caſt into the oven. So tender 
its frame, ſo vaniſhing its beauty, that a wind 
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paſſeth over it, and it is gone. Too ardent. 
a ray, too ſtrong a gleam of ſun-ſhine'; or 
too cold a ſtream of midnight air ſhall wi- 
ther the feeble plant. Such is the life of 
man, it breathes infected air, and meets con- 
tagion in every corner of life, Whilſt ſome 
ſtand chearful in all the vigour of health, 
and ſome firm to reſiſt the impreflions of 
ſun and air, and the unneceſſary; repletions 
of animal nature: others are at the ſame 
time fainting by the changes of the year, 
or agonizing in death. One is drowning by 
ſea, another ſtarving by land, a third breath- 
ing out his laſt in accents of convulſive pain. 
Death lies all along the road of life. In the 
midſt of. life we are in death. It meets us 
in our buſineſs; it ſtartles us at our pleaſures; 
and enters by every ſenſe: yea the very 

means of life thall become the inſtruments 
of death. It approaches without ceremony 
or orders; and removes without any regard 
to our appointments. The high and mighty 
ones of the earth muſt mingle the cypreſs 
with their waving plumes, man being in bo- 
nour abideth not, The man of buſineſs, 
when death calls, muſt quit his favourite 
ſcheme. Their Jays are paſt, their purpoſes 
are broken off, even the thoughts of their 
heart. The glory of .conquerors; the ma- 
jeſty of Princes moſt be veiled in the fame 
humble 


« Plal, ciii. 16, * Publick office of burial, 
Job x, 22, * Pal, xlix, 12. Job xvii. 11. 
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bumble manner. The flouthearted are ſpoiled, 
the ſpirit of princes. are cut off, they have 
flept their fleep*. Life does not always wear 
away by the ſlow decays of nature. Perſons 
of all ages feel the inevitable ſtroke. The 
helpleſs infant often comes into the world, 
to go out of it again; and ſtays no longer, 
than to weep and die. Others, who Fad 

| paſſed through the firſt perils of life, and 
been nurſed up with a tender care; who had 
reached their ſpring, and promiſed an hope- 
ful bloom, have ſuddenly diſappeared, When 
our hearts rejoiced, and our hopes equally 
flouriſhed with them: then, the latent poyſon 
brake forth; and diflolved the contextures 
of life. Then, before we were well aware, 
the ſprightly air and chearful aſpe& were 
turned into paleneſs ; the active limbs ſtiff- 
ened into marble ; the objects of our love 
were dreſſed in all the horrours of death: 
and we are left, almoſt ſuffocated with grief, 
almoſt willing to make but one funeral. How 

ſoon will our flowers fade 
3. . . Human life like a flower has at 
moſt. but a ſhort duration, Should the flowers 
of. the garden eſcape the injuries of wind 
and weather, they ſoon come to their full 
perfection; they ſoon ripe, and rot, and are 
deſired no more. We admire, it may be, 
the painted ſcene for a month, and then it 
finiſhes the period of its glory, —— So hu- 
| C man 

* Pſal. Ixxvi. 5, 12, 
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man life, ſuppoſing it to reach its threeſcore 
yeats and ten, is comparatively very ſhort, 
We are liable to a ſtrange deception in our 
computations of time. When we look for- 
/ ward to ſo many years, they are unaccount- 
ably extended by the force of imagination, 
filling every part of it with ſome fancied 
! ſcheme or other. On the contrary, when 
we look back upon the ſame number of years, 
they ſhrink as much and contract the other 
way; nothing appearing but what the me- 
mary ſuggeſts, which cannot amount to the 
ttanſactions of half that time, and conſe- 
quently the reſt goes for nothing. We may 
poſſibly judge of it better by compariſon. 

' What is our life if compared with that of 
; the Patriarchs? 'That part, which was to them 
ſptightly youth, is to us labour and ſorrow ; 
and what was to them old age was diſtant 
; enough to bury many generations of ours. 
— hut ſuppoſing we could reach their lon- 
gevity, and live five or fix hundred years, 
what are they to the eternity of God, in 
whoſe fight a thouſand years are but as yeſter- 
day when it is paſt, and as @ watch in the 
nigůt . Here all proportion is loſt, mine age 
ig nothing befare thee n. What then is that 
life we ſo magnify ? Sleep the image of death, 
will perhaps ſubſtract from it one third part, 
and the oblivion of infancy and old age ſe- 
veral years more. Well might life be called 
| ſhort, 

i Pfal, xc. 4. = Pſa), xxxix. 5, 


— 
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ſhort, and a frail flower the proper emblem 
of it, Would you eſtimate life by meaſure, 
take an handſbreadth *, that will ſoon diſco- 
ver its dimenſions? Would you eſtimate it 
by motion, look to the weavers ſhuttle ; or 
the flight of an Eagle, urged by inſtinct and 
hunger, after its prey*; how ſwiftly it paſſes? 
What is then the grandeur of the world, 
the proſperity of riches, the ſplendour of au- 
thority, the luſtre of dignity, the noiſe of 
fame, and a paradiſe of pleaſure, when they 
muſt be crowded into ſuch narrow limits, 
and their faſhion ſo ſoon paſs away?. Thus 
our ſhort lived flowers ſtand a little while 
in. their prime, and then ceaſe to entertain 
and pleaſe, ——1I proceed, 


; IE... To offer ſome thoughts, which 
might reconcile us to this diſcouraging ac- 
count of human life. Such as might pre- 
vent all injurious imputations upon our ma- 
ker, and lay a ground for our humbleſt ſu 
miſſion under all events. e 
I... . I is the will of God that it ſhould 
be ſo. Thou haſt made my days as an bandſ- 
breadth a. We muſt be ſenſible that we are 
weak imperfe& creatures, and that the 
vernment of the world is beyond the reach 
of our knowledge and power ; that we and 
all the intereſt of creatures, are in the diſ- 
C 2 polal 


a Pſal. xxxix. 5. Job ix. 26; 7 1 Cor. 
vii, 31. 4 Pfal, xxxix. 5, 
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poſal of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, Is 
not this a mighty relief under the darkneſs 
of futurity ? Does not this afford great ſecu- 
rity againſt what may happen? We are 
ready to own this. The ſame diſpoſition, and 
the ſame acknowledgement ſhould appear 
under what has happened. As when we 
look forward, we find in this thought a ſo- 
lid ground of 'reſt ; ſo when we look back- 
ward, we ſhould derive from it a ſolid rea- 
ſon for our ſubmiſſion. Is it not the will of 
him who is lord of heaven and earth? All 
nature is his own, and his right of diſpoſal 
is unqueſtionably founded in his property. 
Shall God be wiſe enough to create and 
govern the world ; but not to diſpoſe of a 
poor frail creature, that is his own ? ©. He 
% gave me a time to be born, and I am pleaſ- 
«« ed with the gift. Shall I difpute his right 
to give me @ time to die, when it is on- 
« ly an act of the ſame ſovereignty? How 
- © unreaſonable is it that the thing formed 
e ſhould ſay to him that formed it, why baſt 
* thou made me thus ?? Our ſubmiſſion will 
be till the more neceſſary, as it is a duty 
we owe to a wiſe and a good Being. To 
one who comprehends the whole ſyſtem of 
nature; the ſeyeral connections and dependen- 
ces of things; to one who is deſigning the 
greateſt good upon the whole, and in ſub- 
 feryiency to which, he has aſſigned to the 


minuteſt 


Ecclef. iii. 2 Rom, ix. 20. 
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minuteſt creature its place, order, and in- 


fluence. © And is it his will, that I ſhould 
* be ſubject to ſuch frailty and imperfec- 
te tion; that the bounds of my habitation 
* ſhould be narrow, and my life ſhort? 
«© This, certainly, is the right conſtitution 
* of things, and it becomes me to acquieſs. 
« The Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken 


* away, but what? My comfort my delight. 
* What then, has he done more than re- 


“ claimed his own gift? If not, ſhould I 


e complain, or reſign? The latter is both 
© my intereſt and duty, and therefore will 
« I fay, with the noble Arab, bleſſed be the 
e name of the Lord. 

2....+ There is no reaſon for complain- 
ing of the ſhortneſs of life, when we con- 


ſider that the wages, recompence, and pay of 


fin is deathu. A forfeiture of life has been 


made ; and death entailed by the ſentence 


of the righteous lord-and judge of the whole Fg 


earth; and if ſo we have nothing to offer 
againſt it; but muſt be all ſilence and ſub- 
miſſion. Adam the parent of mankind, 
their father and natural head received a com- 
mand or law from God, the contempt of 
which, he was told, would certainly expoſe 


him to death; to a diſſolution of his preſent 


frame and life; and conſequently to thoſe in- 
numerable frailties and diſtempers, which 


lead to it. On this occaſion he was con- 


ſidered 


* Job i. 21. Rom. vi. 23. 
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fidered as a Publick Perſon , whoſe actions 
would, in the natural conſequences of things, 
convey that weakneſs and, diſorder to his 
| poſterity, which he himſelf ſhould contract 
| by the infection of fin and death: and in 
law and equity, deprive them of thoſe free 
favours and priviledges, which creation gave 
them no natural right to, ſuch as the fruition 
of Paradiſe; the particular preſence, and 
| 1 | inter- 


„ Kom. v. 14. *ASÞ, bg ior TUmcs 7% parole, i. e. 

Adam, who is the Hype of [ him Chrit——mankind } 

to come. Here is plainly an ellipſis of ſome noun, which moſt 

Expoſitors ſupply by xtis d, Chriſt. That Adam and Chriſt 

ſhould be conſidered as too different heads and fountains of in- 

fluence to their deſcendents; the one of life, the other of death, 

Ec. is very intelligible. The Apoſtle has oppoſed one to 

the other by a beautiful antitheſis or contraſt. But I appre- 

hend, with a learned Expoſitor, and him the only one I have 

met with, that Adam cannot be ſaid, with any propriety, to 

be the type of Chriſt. rd og enim rd v reſpondet, ut 

ſigillo cera. The type of a thing is its ſhape, model, or re- 

preſentation, as the wax is of the ſeal; and conſequently if 

the thing is good the type muſt be ſo too. A type by anti- 

; theſis is a new thing; or bad qualities being the type of good 
qualities. If that were admitted, then black might be a 

type of white; deformity of rectitude, death of life, which 

every one at firſt hearing ſets to be improper. Mankind there- 

fore is the noun, that ſhould be ſupplied here, 7% pianro]@- 
; aud ecru i. e. of future man or mankind to come. This 
will agree beſt with the force of the Apoſtle's argument. To 
ſay, that death reigned over all, even infayts, by the fin of 
Adam, becaufe he was the type of. Chrift, is inconſequent. 
But if Azam was the type of his poſterity, and God 
intended to deal with them as with him; 7. e. make them li- 
able unto death, as was in fact the truth of the caſe, then 
the argument is natural and concluſive. From hence it 
follows, that in this tranſaction Adam was conſidered as a 
Publick 113 the type, figure and repreſentative of man- 
kind, and ſo much I conceive, is expreſsly affimed by the 
Apoftle in this paſſage Vid Sir M. Knatchbull in loc. 


and the ſame notion collected in Pools Hynapis, in loc. 
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intercourſe of God ; the continuance of life ; 
Sc. — Adam ſinned, and fell, and entailed 
miſery and death upon all mankind. Man 
that is born of a woman is but of few days, 
and full of trouble. What could 
ed leſs than a derivation of weakneſs and 
mortality from one infected with death? For 
who can bring a clean thing out of an un- 


clean. Thus we ſee the origin of both na- 


tural and moral evil. By one man fin entered ' 
into the world, and death by fin, and ſo death | 


paſſed upon all men. In this light, when 
we know death to be the deſert of fin, and 
inflicted by the law of God, can we rea- 
ſonably diſpute ſuch a righteous act of go- 
yernment. God's authority and goodneſs 
were both inſulted by his new made crea- 
tures, and was it not neceſſary upon this oc- 


caſion to manifeſt his diſpleaſure, yea, and as 
he has done, to leave the marks of ſuch diſ- 


— A upon all the generations of man- 


ind? This then is the caſe, As morta- 


« lity is a perpetual teſtimony of God's re- 


« ſentment of fin ; ſo it ſhould be a perpe- 


« tual reaſon for my abhorrence of it. Every 


« death that I hear of ſhould awaken my 
4 caution and fear of ſin, eſpecially when 


« there are ſo many temptations without and 


* corruptions within, which allure me to 
*« it. God may now deprive me of ſome de- 
e fireable friends. Can I impeach his righ- 
| ce teouſneſs 


* Job xiv: I, 4. ? Rom, v. 12. 
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«© teouſneſs or juſtice, when the wages of fit 
« 7s death? Can I accuſe his goodneſs in 
«© this conſtitution, when there is the help 
« of grace, and the hope of a reſurrection 
* interwoven with it? Can I complain that 
J am placed in ſuch a condition, when I 
« am fo well furniſhed with divine aſſiſtance 
* and encouragements to practice a fincere 
«virtue ? When I don't depend upon my- 
« ſelf, as Adam did upan the ſtrength of his 
< abilities, but upon God, which renders my 
* ſtanding more ſecure ?” What little rea- 
ſon to complain when our danger ariſes not 
from our condition, but our careleſſneſs, our 
wilful abuſe of our faculties : when our ho 
does not end with life, but is extended by 
our Saviour to another ſtate, He came to 
deliver us from all the power-of fin, if we 
are willing to part with it; and to aboliſb 
death * at laſt, that we might not always 
live in bondage, and fear of death. 

3. . . In ſome circumſtances, the ſhortneſs 
of life, inſtead of being a puniſhment, - might 
well be efleemed a ſhelter and retreat from 
evil. From the evil of ſuffering. Good 
men fuffer often from the malice and power 
of wicked men. Life is not very deſirable, 
when we cannot preſerve our peace and in- 
tegrity at the ſame time: when for the teſti- 
mony of a good conſcience, we ſuffer im- 
priſonment and bonds ; and cannot ſerve God 


In 


2 Tim. i. 10. 2 Heb. ii. 16. 
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inthe manner we think will pleaſe him, with- 
out incurring the reſentment of man. In ſuch a 

caſe, the grave might be lookedupon with plea- 
ſare, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling *. 
But, bleſſed be God, this is not our. preſent 
trial. There is another conſideration of things, 
which might well alarm our fears. When 
wickedneſs abounds, and the fins of a people 
riſe to a prodigious height, God may be pro- 
voked to come out of his place and puniſh 
them ; to pour out the vials of his wrath; 
and waſte and deſtroy them by a ſucceſſion of 
plagues. In ſuch a caſe, death would come in 
mercy to ſome, to take them away from the evil 
to come © But ſuppoſing neither of thoſe caſes, 
yet in a great corruption of manners, we can- 
not abſolutely pronounce the deaths of even 
our young friends immature, becauſe we are' 
ignorant of futurity, When vicious cuſtoms! | 
and examples prevail againſt the laws both of 
God and man. When the baits of fin are 
rendered more numerous and inviting, and 
pleaſure begins to ſupplant buſineſs, well might 
we fear and be in anxiety forour young friends. . 
Fear, leſt they ſhould be flattered and de- 
ceived ; fear, leſt they ſhould be drawn in. 
by the great whirlpool of pleaſure, and un- 
done for both worlds. God, who knows all 
things, has thought fit to remove them ; 
poſſibly, it may be out of the way of temp- 
tations; from ſuch ſnares as might have cor- 
D rupted 


e Job iii, 17. fa. vi. 2, 
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rupted their hearts, and ſunk their virtue. 
Better ſubmit to the will of God, as ſuppo- 
fing his deterinination friendly, than preremp- 
torily wiſh them back again to fatigues and 
labours; to new hazards of their faith and 
virtue, * Certainly we ſhould not prefer our 
own comfort to their ſafety. 

4. . And /aftly. It ſhould reconcile us 
ko the brevity of human life, that it is de- 
„if our own folly does not prevent it, 70 
"be fuccetded by one more durable, noble and ex- 
cellent. We were originally made for hap- 

ineſs, and that conſiſts in the acquiſitions of 

nowyledge and virtue; and in being the ob- 
jects of divine favour and approbation. Be- 
tween both theſe there is a natural and evident 
connection; for as holineſs is the glory of 
God, he muſt love thoſe beſt, who reſem- 
ble him moſt in that. Now fince our acqui- 
fitivtis of both theſe. are imperfectly made 
here; ſince! our progreſs in knowledge and 
virtue cannot be great, amidſt our tempta- 
tions, and the daily conflicts of reaſon with 
ſenſe and paſſion; fince we often fee the beſt 
of men loaden with afflictions, we may rea- 
fonably conclude that there will be a future 
ſtite. A ſtate wherein the happineſs of good 
men will be compleat, and the divine favour 
ſuitably rtianifeſted to the friends of religion. 
f this ſhort and firſt ſtage of being we 
are to be tried and proved. Our duty is to 


acquire, and « our Saviour came to make it 
prac- 
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practical and eaſy, I ſay, our duty is to ac- 
quire a refinement from corruption; the com- 
mand of our animal inſtincts and paſſions ; 
ſuch a reverence of God, ſuch a love of truth 
and righteouſneſs, as ſhall prevail over all 
other intereſts and inclinations, And when 
we have done this we are prepared for hea- 
ven. A ſhort life, with the grace of God, 
1s long enough to ſecure thoſe ends; and to 
defire to continue here after this, is to deſire | 
to continue longer in imperfection, exile and 
danger. ry 2 
Let us cheriſh our flowers by a proper cul- 
ture, and defend them from every real injury; 
then, though the flowers die, the root will 
live, and ſpring up again in a better ſoil, and 
an happier clime, where all their beauties will 
be exalted, and their glory never fade away. 
— All that remains on this ſubject; is in the 


III ... . Place; to make ſome practical 
reflections upon it. The deſign of this 
Part is to bring the ſubject near to ſome 
particular caſes; near to the conſciences of 
men, that we might undermine, if poſſi- 
ble, their wrong notions, and flattering pre- 
judices; and leave them fully conyinced of 
the importance of a religious life, I hope 
what I ſhall ay may make impreſſion, and 
produce ſome noble and effectual reſolutions 
of acting a part worthy of rational creatures. 
Do thou O Father of lights, and fountain 
D 2 5 08 
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© of goodneſs ſo irradiate and point every 


* truth, that we might acknowledge its ex- 
«Cc 


cellency, and yield to its influence; and 


e conclude all our reflections with a folemn 
« act of devotion and ſelf. ſurrender; to, Thee, 


6 c c 


for whom we were made; to Thee, in 


« whoſe love and likeneſs we can only be 


« happy in the preſent ſtate, or the world 


s to come.” —You ſee the frailty of human 


life ; the periſhing nature of all earthly com- 


forts: no truth more certain. The curtains will 


be drawn about us and ſhut out every object ; 
the ſhadow will ſoon be gone, and lie undiſ- 
tinguiſhed in the night of death: and what 
are our thoughts upon ſuch a view of things. 
I.... We are infinitely obliged to our Sa- 
vcur 22 Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed death, 
and brought life and immortality to light in 
the Gofpel*, The Heathen world could tell 
what death was. They ſaw it to be a ceſ- 
ation of action; a diſſolution of the human 
frame; and the end of all things here; but 


they could not penetrate through the horrid 


gloom, All was conjecture and preſumption 


beyond the grave. Supported I confeſs, by 
many good rational N yet not ſufficient 


to obtain that credit and authority, which 
Was neceſſary to reform the world. They 


wanted ſome clearer light, ſome fuller decla- 


ration about a future ſtate, to engage the at- 


tention, and Inſpire the ſoul with a lively 


hope. 
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hope. Chriſt came, and turned their twilight 
into perfect day. He has unveiled the world 
to come, and diſcovered ſuch inviting circum- 


ſtances about it, as might not only pleaſe 


our curiofity, but diſcover our higheſt in- 
tereſt; and even incline the moſt cautious 
infidelity to wiſh ſecretly that they were 


| all true. 


He hath aboliſhed death. By taking upon 
him our fleſh, he ſubjected himſelf to bh 


man miſery and mortality ; and, by what he 
did and ſuffered, reduced, if not the limits, 
yet the period of this vaſt empire of death. - 
By dying he aſſailed this enemy in his terri- 


tories ; and when he roſe, he triumphed over 


him in his own perſon, and thereby gave us 
a ſpecimen of his conqueſt, and an earneſt 
'of our hope. The condemning ſentence of 


the law, tis true muſt take effect, and even 
upon thoſe, who are dear to God, becauſe it 
is the decree of his juſtice ; but the perpe- 
tuity of that condemnation is happily reverſ- 
ed, to give an illuſtration of his mercy. 
This then is the mighty conſolation, Tho' 
death will ſeize, he cannot detain; tho' he 
will impriſon in his deſolate cells, he cannot 
enſlave, or load with everlaſting chains. 
The hour is coming, when the dead ſhall bear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that 
hear ſhall live:. This enemy is effectuelly 
countermined ; his deſtruction and overthrow 

declared 
John v. 25. TS 
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declared by the Son of God, The doctrine 
of W which he taught, took away 
the ſting and terror; the doctrine of recon- 
ciliation and peace; with God, the danger 
of this laſt enemy. What comfortable words 
ate thoſe? All the ſpoils of death will be re- 
claimed; and good men receive the firſt ho- 
nours of the riſing day; their bodies be en- 
dued with new qualities; immortal ſtrength, 
eauty, and glory . ; | 
And bath brought life and immortality, 


1 


1, e. immortal life, 70 ligbt. He did not 


then make a new diſcovery, but rendered the 
notion of immortality more evident and ma- 
nifeſt, How charming the proſpect! How 
mighty the conſolation! Life reſtored, life 
improved, and rayed with the glory of hea- 
ven, Now no. more fatigues and labours, 
in or ſickneſs ; no more the houſe of mourn- 
ing or funeral pomp; no more the rending 
loſs, or tributary tear: but all is perfect life, 
and undecaying happineſs. Chriſt came in 
his Father's name-and power, to declare this 
reward of faith and piety. He affirmed it 
with all the freedom and integrity becoming a 
lover and witneſs o truth», He aſſured it 
by promiſe, confirmed. it by miracle, and 
ſealed it with blood. Here chriſtian ſtop 
and begin thy. triumph, this is the new 
ſong of the lamb. * O death where is th 
| x | | cc fling? 
* 1 The. iv, 16, s 1 Cor, xv. 42, c. 
John xvili, 47. | 
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«© fling? O Grave where is thy victory? Boaſt 
« no more of thy gloom and terror, of thy 
e corruption and wotmsz all thy victims 
“ muſt add to the triumphs of the laſt day; 
te thou thyſelf a captive and priſoner then. 
te for death will be fwallowed up in vittory'.” 

Thus are we infinitely obliged to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and this the important meſſage 
we bring to ſinners ; death aboliſbed, life re- 
ſtored. How comes it then, that we find it 
ſo difficult to perſuade them to accept of the | 
offer? I cannot think the end diſpleaſes, ſo 
much as the way: not the triumph, but the 
condition of enjoying it. There is no en- | 
joying eternal life, in the beſt ſenſe of the 
word, without a diſpoſition, and without a 
title, The diſpoſition is holineſs; and the 
title reſults from the promiſe of God in 
Chriſt, from that method of acceptance 
and dependance through his mediation, in 
which the mercy of God hath freely and 
wiſely choſen to diſpenſe his favours, Both 
theſe are conſiſtent, both unalterably connec- 
ted, ſo that there is, and can be, no title 
without a diſpoſition. This is the principal 
object of our care, God will make good the 
other. How difficult is it to convince and 
perſuade this? © We call you, O Sinners, 
te fo virtue and glory*, We exhort you 70 
« add to your faith virtuel. We know that 
« your preſent intereſt and comfort require 

62] © 

8 x Cor, xv. 54. * Pet. i. 3. Ib. ver. 5. 
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it. What we would prove, is nothing 
but the reaſonableneſs of religion ; the de- 
cency of virtue; the pleaſure of innocence, 
and ſelf-enjoyment. We allure you, by 
the riches of grace, by the love of Chriſt, 
by the conſolations of his ſpirit, by the 
comfort of hope, by the approbation of 
the beſt of beings; but to how little 
purpoſe? The charms of ſenſe are infatu- 
ating ; the chains: of your ſervitude faſt 


and ſtrong. We cannot help you, and 


you will not help yourſelves. We be- 
ſeech you to forbear, but you will go on 
and drink the fatal cup, though death and 


poiſon are mingled together in it —Well 


— What will you do when you come to 
die? Can you face that danger ? Can you 


| ſtand the ſhock of that ghaſtly form? 


Can you end life with the ſame indiffer- 
ency, you have ſpent it, ke a tale that is 
told ® ?—Strange infatuation ! To live as 


if you ſhould never die; and to die as if 


you ſhould never riſe again. The impor- 
tant hour, let me tell you, is haſtning on, 
when all your flowers will fade; your 
earthly comforts yield no comfort; of- 
ficious friends loſe all power of ſervice, 
but to weep. Then an intereſt in the Son 
of God would ſuſtain your hearts and hopes. 
Jeſus would hen be your ſtrength and life, 


though fleſh and beart were failing; the 


ee ſtaff 


Pal. xc. 9. Pſal. Ixxiii, 26. 
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e ſtaff of God's covenant would then guide 
e you unmoved through the frightful vale. 
% Read with what courage and compoſure 
C David could traverſe the rueful ſcene. 
« Though I walk through the valley of the 
% ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil. I 
* will walk, not run through it, as one 
“ ſcared; I will walk and take a leiſurely | 
* ſurvey of all its horrours, without diſmay ; ' 
e for thou art with me, thy rod and thy flaff 
« they comfort me.” If we defire to ſhew, 
in the laſt extremity of nature, ſuch firm- 
neſs and ſerenity, Chriſt muſt be now cho- 
ſen, honoured, and obeyed. There is a paſ- 
ſage, that comprehends the whole courſe of 
a Chriſtian, his aim and end. For me to 
live is Chriſt, and to die is gain?, When the 
courſe is ſo reaſonable, and excellent, and 
ends with ſuch brightneſs and reward, muſt 
we not be abandoned to reaſon, prudence, 
and common ſenſe, not to attempt it, in 
the way of righteouſneſs where is life; and in 
| the path way thereof, where is no death %,— 
But, 

2.... This ſubject has a direct look to 
parents, who are more immediately inter- 
eſted, and more ſenſibly touched, than others, 
by the proſperity, or decay of thoſe flowers. 
Thoſe you view as the fruit of your body, 
the heirs of your fortune; the honour of 
your family ; as thoſe, from whom you = 

pe 


* Pal, xxiii. 4. » Phil, i. 21. 1 Prov. xii. 28. 


26 The fading flowers of life. 
pe& ſupport in your future trials, or conſo- 
lation under the infirmities of old age. You 
are ready to promiſe yourſelves more, per- 
haps, than you ought; becauſe more than ex- 
perience has generally warranted. Let us 
take a little time to conſider this ſubject, that 
we might ſhew a proper conduct, when thoſe 
flowers flouriſh, and when they fall. 
FIRST, Let us conſider the caſe, 
whilſt our young friends proſper. I doubt not 
but your hearts glow with ſecret joy, and 
a thoufand tender wiſhes hover about the 
beloved objects. We indulge ſometimes the 
affectionate thought, and ſlide, inſenſigly with | 
them in our arms, into ſome imaginary ſcene 
of future happineſs. As ſoon as you can re- 
collect yourſelves from this pleafing dream, 
make ſome ſuppoſitions; which, I confeſs, 
may not appear very friendly; but, J believe 
and hope, will be found very uſeful. For 
inſtance.— Suppoſe thoſe flowers ſhould de- 
generate, when they come to be tranſplant- 
ed from us; and inſtead of being our plea- 
ſure, ſhould become the objects of our vex- 
ation and diſquiet? The ſuppoſitian & not 
unreaſonable, where animal nature is pompt 
and ripe fo ſoon, and the world about us 
is deviſing new baits of pleaſure to deceive, 
and detain the unwary. Thoſe are things 
out of your power; but there are others in 
it, which a thought of this nature might 
lead you to, To early and conſtant inſtruc- 
tion. 
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tion. You ſhould not think it enough that 
your children attain an eaſy obliging car- 
rage; a polite taſt, a delicacy in all the forms 
of civility and dreſs. Things more eſſential, 
and intereſting become an immortal mind. 
You ſhould inſtruct them in the firſt place 
to remember and venerate their Creator. If 
God's honour be not ſecured, never ex | 
your own from them, Sow betimes the 
ſeeds of virtue, and water them with your 
prayers ; for it is God's bleſſing giveth the 
increaſe. _Cheriſh in them every kind and 
benevolent diſpoſition ; - inſpire them with 
ſentiments of true honour; and fix in them 
an abſolute averſion to fraud, lying, pride, 
and all revenges: to every thing that is 
mean and baſe, This is the way to enjoy 
that comfort in them, you fo paſſionately 
defire, Train up a child in the way he ſhould 
go: and when be is old he will not depart 


from it *, This is the moſt likely way and 


fiteſt ſeaſon for making durable and laſting 
impreſſions. I muſt not forget to add here, 
that your good example muſt always accom- 
pany your good inſtructions. "Tis by that 
they will judge, what you yourſelves prefer 
and eſteem moſt. Should your practice 
claſh with your commands, in any inſtance 
of virtue, they will certainly reject the one, 
and juſtify themſelves by the authority of 
the other. You ommand them to fear and 
EEE, E 2 ſerve 
© 3 Cor. A. 7. Prov. xxil. 6. 
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ſerve God: it appears at the ſame time that 
you abuſe his name, negle& his worſhip, 
and have little awe of that great Being your- 
ſelves, What is this in effect, but to point 
out heaven to them with one hand, and 
lead them with the other into the paths of 


death and hell. Our examples therefore ſhould 


inſtruct and lead, as well as our words. 
There is a diverſity of tempers, and ſome 
not lenitive enough to yield to the influence 
of- counſel or example, in this caſe, correc- 
tion ſometimes will be neceſſary. ©** What pity 
« js it that ſo fair a flower, as is now before 
me, ſhould turn into a rank and poiſo- 
nous weed: the diſhonour of religion, 
the diſgrace of families, the burden of the 
earth ? And ſhould all this be in great mea- 
* ſure owing to my neglect of early diſcipline, 
* muſt not my own ſelf-reproaches aggra- 
“ vate my ſorrow ?” Chaſten thy ſon, while 
there is yet hope, leſt correction come too late, 
and let not thy foul ſpare for his crying * ; let 
not a fooliſh, unſeaſonable pity prevent a 
timely ſeverity. Correct before the fault is 
forgotten, if you would have the reaſonable- 
neſs of your anger appear: before it be eſ- 


cc 
cc 
c 


tabliſhed, if you would have it do any good. 


Whenever this appears neceſſary, it ſhould 
be done effectually, for that is the way to do 


it but ſeldom. However you ſhould always 


let them ſee, that your diſpleaſure does not 
| | pro- 
Prov. xix. 18. 
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proceed from a peeviſh temper, or a ſudden 
effort of anger : but from reaſon, from ne- 
ceſſity, from that very love you bear them. 
I after all we are diſappointed in our mea- 
ſures and hopes, it will be a great ſatisfaction, 
that we have done our duty. There is a 
miſchief which proſperous families are liable 
to, and which muſt be prevented, if they de- 
fire to ſucceed in the education of their chil- 
dren, I mean, the influence of bad ſervants; 
Such too often and too early, deſtroy the 
natural guards of virtue, ſhame and fear, by 
their example: too often allure to greater 
liberties than we can or ought to approve of, 
by their flattery and aſſured ſecrecy. Out of 
indulgence, poſſibly, out of ceremony and 
ſtate, we permit them to attend their viſits 
and pleaſures; from attendents they too of- 
ten become confidents; and from confidents 
maſters of their perſons and fortunes. This 
error had better be prevented, than reme- 
died, and I know of no better way, of doing 
it, than by rendering our own company moſt 
deſireable to them. Suppoſe theſe flow- 
ers, which now give me ſo much pleaſure, 
ſhould droop and die? How could I bear the 
ſight? the ſuppoſition is not improbable, where 
the weather is ſo changable. A rude wind, 
a ſcorching heat, a nipping froſt is enough 
to ſpoil this delightful ſhew. © What is 
© the uſe that I ought to make of ſuch a 
« thought? Is it to abandon myſelf, in _ 

*© Caſe, 
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* © cafe, to grief; to think hardly of provi- 
« dence; to be pleaſed with nothing, be- 
te cauſe I am not pleaſed in this one thing, 
& No - But I would learn the vanity of 
“ all creature dependences. I would take 
* care not to love too much, not to build 
e too high a ſtructure on thoſe feeble foun- 
© dations. They are fair flowers indeed, but 
6 if I lean too hard, the ſtalk is ſlender: 
« if I graſp too ſtrong, the contexture is 
* thin, and I may be deceived, Let thoſe 
« reflections inſtruct me rather in modera- 
tion; give a temper to all my paſſions, 
that now I may rejoice as though I rejoiced 
ut; and ſhould providence take away 
* the deſire of mine eyes, I might then 
te weep, as though J. wept not. | 
* SECONDLY, Let us confider the caſe, 
when our young friends die. That is uſually 
a mournful time; and though both nature 
and religion indulge a ſhower upon that oc- 
caſion; yet it too often riſes to a ſtorm. 
Our flowers die and we are inconſolable. 
But why ſo? Has any thing ſtrange befallen 
us? Have not others been tried under the 
fame circumſtances of diſcouragement, by 
which we aggravate our ſorrow? Are we 
exempted from the common lot of mankind ? 
Why muſt our way be ſtrewed with roſes, 
and our day ſhine without a cloud ? Is not 
this to entertain too fond an opinion of 
ourſelves ? 


t Cor, vii. 30. 
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ourſelves ? You cannot fuppoſe the di- 
vine Being injurious, for whatever infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs do, is right. How 
fad ſoever the providence is, there is a fitneſs 
and propriety in it, God has only diſpoſed 
of that, which is more his own, than ours, 
He made them; He maintained them ; He 
aſſigned them their work. Until that was 
done, they were immortal: and when that 
is done, there is no reaſon, why they ſhould 
keep their ſtation any longer, —— Let us 
a little recolle& ourſelves. Should one fad 
providence cancel the obligation of many 
former mercies? We have had health and 
friends and ſucceſs ; many comforts, and this 
ſhort one among the reſt. . And would it 
not be diſingenuous to complain? Ve have 
received good, much good, at the hand of God; 
and ſhall we not receive evil“? — But what 
an evil is this, that is come upon me! How 
great and extenſive! This is a miſtake, for 
it cannot be an evil, abſolutely ſo: becauſe 
it is his doing, who is infinitely wiſe and good. 
No affliction, I own, is joyous ; but it may 
be wholeſome and neceſſary. The to 
Canaan was through a wilderneſs, a place 
wild and deſtitute ; but it was the right way *. 
Gods judgments are right, even when at- 
flitive, becauſe they aim at our improve- 
ment. If they ſerve to ſubdue our corrup- | 
tions; 


v Job ii, 10. * Pſal, cvii. 7. y Pfal, 
cxix. 75, 
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tions; to exalt our minds, to render the 
ſtream of our — more pure and en- 
tire towards God, they are good. The very 
frowns of our heavenly father, in this light, are 
marks of goodneſs, and his chaſtenings, tokens 
of love .- But why muſt they die ſo ſoon ? 
Why juſt come to fill our embrace, and then 
wound the heart they had engaged ? Tis 
enough for us to ſuppoſe, that they were ta- 
ken away at a time, when they were in 
the beſt diſpoſition for happineſs. We would 
fain have had them live longer, but what 
would have been the hazard? Many parents 

have lived long enough to repent of their an- 
xiety for the lives of their young friends. 
They have found by ſad experience, that a 
dead trouble, would have been more eligible 
than a living one. Cannot we fetch ſome 
relief from the covenant of Grace, which 
ſanctifies our troubles, and exalts our comforts. 
Our young friends were given up to God, 
in that covenant. And as they are taken 
away before they came to a full ſtate of mo- 
ral agency; before they had made a forfeiture - 
of that intereſt, we have reaſon to believe 
their - future ſtate ſecure and happy. Let 
us therefore on this baſis make our humbleſt 
ſubmiſſion, and ſay with Eli, It is the Lord, 
let him do what ſeemeth him good : with ob, 
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
| and 


= Heb. xii. 5.— 11. Pſal, cxix. 67, 71, 
® Sam. iii. 18, | 
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and bleſſed be the name of the Lord*; and 


with a nobler pattern of reſignation than 
thoſe, our Lord Jefus Chriſt; not my will, 
but thine be done. 8 9 

However convincing thoſe reaſons are, yet 
when our minds are agitated by our paſſions, 
they loſe all their weight and influence, 
Though this is dur comfort, that the tide of 
paſſion generally riſes higheſt at firſt, As 
we remove from the occaſions of things they 
ſubſide again, and conſideration and light 
return, Bat ſhoald we owe that to time, 


He is the ſupreme Lord and owner. Our 
children are more the children of his-provi- 
dence, than of our nature, and it is moſt juft ; 


and moſt decent, that we ſhould yield to. 


the better title, and ſuperior claim, 

There is one thing more, that muſt not 
be omitted on this ſubject, which fo inti- 
mately affects both the caſes, we have been 
confidering, and renders our paſſions ſo ſtrong 
and tumultuous upon thoſe occaſions, What 
I mean is, that e, that love towards their 
offspring, which parents feel. This affec- 
tion was put into the parent-heart for wiſe 
and good ends. It was deſigned for conti- 
nuing the ſpecies, and ſuſtaining under the 

| F fatigues 
» Job i. 21. © Luke xxii. 42. _ 
© Nullus dolor eſt, quem non longinquitas temporis minuat, 


ae molliat. Hoc te expectare tempus, tibi turpe eſt, ac non 
ei rei ſapientia tua te occutrere. Cic. ep. fam. 4. 5« 


which ought to be the effect of our reaſon, 
our faith and piety, and ſubmiſſion to God . 
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fatigues and cares of breeding up. But then 
we can look upon this no other than a mecha- 
nical principle, blind in itſelf and without 
any moral diſcernment. There cannot be 
a ſurer proof of it, than this, that none but 
parents feel its force and energy: and 
they too, many times, find it carry them, 
without reaſon or deſert, to the moſt un- 
worthy objects. This is a 4 inſtinct 
of teeming nature, and ought to come under 
regulation, as well as any other of our natural 
. We ourſelves muſt therefore make 
ome allowance for the ſtrength of our love, 


or our grief from this partiality of nature; 


and endeavour to turn it into a virtue by 
making it temperate and reaſonable. 1 
have but one uſe more to make of this ſub- 
ject, and that is 

3. . To addreſs myſelf to young Perſons 
of this congregation: and you, my friends, 
in particular, who are forming here, in the 
ſchools of education, for uſefulneſs and bu- 
ſineſs in future life. The providence, which 
occaſions this diſcourſe, is the death of one. 
lately of your number. The diſtance be- 
tween blooming life and wan, unactive death 
little more than eight and forty hours. He 
was taken of in the ſtrength of nature, in 
the flower of age, in the fluſh of hope. 
This providence, I ſay, has a voice, that ſpeaks 
to you, namely, that none is too young, too 
healthy, too hopeful to die. The moſt im- 
mediate return, you ſhould make to this hea- 


venly 
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venly call, is a reſolution of devoting yours 
ſelves to God and virtue; to ſecure his favour 

by obeying his will, and then death, whenever 
it comes, need be no ſurprize, and will be no 
danger. Yea, the day of your death Till be 
better than the day of your birth ©, For you 
will not be born to frailty, pain, miſery; 
and death ; but to immortality and glory, 
You are, my friends, the hopes of the 
next age; and we pleaſe ourſelves in thinking, 
that perſons of virtue and goodneſs will rife 
up out of thoſe” inſtitutions of life, which 
we are now cultivating: that you will ap- 
pear in your ſeveral ſtations uſeful and impor- 
tant bleſſings. For this, we, who are parents, 
ſolicitouſly endeavour ; and I will beg leave to 
add, deny ourfelves; for this, we offer up 
our moſt ardent wiſhes. One way of avoid- 
ing danger, is to know it; and as eyery age 
of man has its proper character, by know-' 
ing that we ſhall be better able to judge of 
our danger and duty. The wiſe man tells 
us, that childhood and youth are vamty *': 
i. e. we do not in that ſtate reach the great | 
| purpoſes of moral life, and ends of our be- | 
ing; without which every labour, and evety | 
life is unprofitable, and vain. You muſt ] 
have obſerved yourſelves liable to an incon- | 
ſtancy and levity, which prevents. a ſteady 
thought and fixed attention. How chan- 
gable are you in your choices, your amuſe- 
F 2 ments, 
2 Eceleſ. vii. 1. Eccleſ. xi. 10. | 
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ments, your paſſions ; not ſeldom of the ſame 
mind long together *?, We expect ſo much 
as this, whill ſenſe and imagination are ripe 
before reaſon, Whilſt you walk, and ſpeak, 
and laugh, reaſon is but yet in its cradle, 
not able to regulate that life of ſenſe, and 
correct the excurſions of a roving fancy. We 
would do that kind office now, which we 
hope reaſon will do for you afterwards, ad- 
viſe, excite, reſtrain, and point out the mea- 
ſures of true happineſs, . 

Religion. and virtue is the nobleſt bee 
of happineſs. the world ever ſaw, and the 
beſt — to anſwer that ſtrong deſire of 
happineſs you feel in yourſelves. Its tenden- 
cy is to promote your, preſent, as well as 

kues W to herter vent tempers, en- 
O 25AMiw 1 large 


The vanity imputed to this age may be conſiſtent with 
innocenoee: neither is it the opinion of one writer only, 
t chil and youth are thus vain. A heathen Poet, 
o lived ju 3 our Savious time, and a good jedge 
of men and manners, gives much the ſime account. 
child that can but juſt ſpeak:ayd walk, loves to play with 
20 thoſe of his own age ; is ſoon, angry, ſoon appealed, and 
« ſeldom of the fame mind an hour together. Youth, when 
at freed from its guardian, is fond of dogs, horſes, and. the 
955 ciſes of the field ; eaſily moulded to vice, impatient 
ro z careleſs of; its ON, prodigal of i its money: 3 
* 4 , caper, and inconſtant. ? 
Reddere qui voces jam ſcit puer, et pede certo 
4 Signat humum ; geſtit paribus colludere, et ram 
© Colligit ac ponit temere, et mutatur in horas. 
Imberbis j juvenis, tandem 'cuſtode remoto, 2 
- Gaudet equis canihuſquę; et aprici gramine campi; 
Cereus in vitium fl el monitoribus aſper, 
« Utilium tardus hoof prodigus ris, 
Suhliwis, cupiduſque; et amata relinquere pernix 
Her. art. fort. 1585 — 65. 
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large your external circumſtances, and even 
improve that life of ſenſe, which makes the 


firſt impreſſions upon you. Vou may 


eaſily ſee the natural effects of things in the 
world, they are obvious enough. Hon 
procures eſteem; diligence and frugality tend 
to riches ; temperance and ſelf denial pro- 
mote health and long life; - piety and bene- 
volence fill the mind with noble and lar 
thoughts ; innocence and a ſenſe of God's fa- 
your and love produce the higheſt pleaſure, 
we are capable of in this life, On the con- 
trary, the effects of vice are equally appa- 
rent and pernicious. Poverty is often the 
fruit of pride and prodigality ; fraud and ly- 
ing ſinks a man's credit; pains, aches and 
rottenneſs. the conſequence of luſt and in- 
temperance ; robbery, theft, and murder end 
tragically, and a guilty conſcience the moſt 
reſtleſs, tormenting thing in the whole world. 
In this view religion ought to be your firſt 
and laſt choice, My little children, ſaid an 
Apoſtle, of whom I travail in birth again, 
„% 1. e. for whom I have a tender concern, 
t and great ſolicitude ;” untill Chrift be form- 
ed in you, 7. e. untill his religion take 
&« full poſſeſſion of you. Untill you chuſe 
e him for your ſaviour, and by your own act 
« of dedication enter into the obligations of 
« his covenant. Untill his love warms you 
© to generous affections; his ſpirit enables 
* you 


> Gal, iv. 19. 
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— to acquire virtuous diſpoſitions? and 
6 his promiſes and hopes inſpire you with 
* conſtancy.” .' This is the deſign of our ſa- 
vior's religion, conſiſtent with reaſon, and 
the moſt powerful inſtincts of your nature. 

Such a character is moſt amiable. Let us 
walk with a grade. There is a: decency, 
which ſets off the behaviour, in ſpeaking, 
walking, and addrefs. The eaſy air, the 
genteel motion, the ingenious turn engage 
the heart. But let me obſerve, there is a 
greater decency, a more engaging delicacy in 
a virtuous character, eſpecially in youth. 
When youth and virtue are ſweetly blended 
together; and the charms of grace are add- 
ed to thoſe of nature, the object is lovely 
and divine, The occaſion ſets of the beauty 
and dignity of a character. To ſee a young 
perſon remembring his creator, when ſin and 
vanity afford ſo many temptations to forget 
him. To ſee him temperate and ſober amidſt 
provocations to licentiouſneſs; humble amidſt 
the allurements of faſhion and dreſs; deſpiſ- 
ing all the favours and friendſhips of the 
world, not conſiſtent with the man of bu- 
ſineſs, or of virtue, is a delightful object, 
and worthy the admiration of men and 
. angels. 

Such a character is n honourable and at- 
tractive of eſteem. You love to be com- 
mended, it ſhould. be your care then to de- 

lerye 
| Rom. xiii. 13. £v91poves. 
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ſerve it. Virtue is the dire&t way to it, if 
there be any virtue, or any praiſe think of 
theſe things*, think of them in this happy 
connection. This is the way to the praiſe of 
your friends, who will eſteem your piety and 
virtue a ſufficient recompence for all their 
cares. A wiſe ſon maketh a glad father, 
You may eaſily diſcover their joy, when 
they encourage the appearances of your vir- 
tue with ſome ſmall reward, Only remember 
upon thoſe occaſions, that your duty is found- 
ed on the authority of God, the reaſonable- 
neſs, truth and rectitudè of things; and then 
the other will come in as motives to what 
is right and fit in itſelf, and tokens of a fin- 
cere concern for you, "Tis the way to 
the praiſe of men, for he that in theſe things 
ferveth Chriſt is approved of men v. Even 
wicked men venerate a character of virtue, 
and ſecretly approve, what their corrupt hearts 
will not ſuffer them to imitate. Finally, 
to the praiſe of God, in the great deciſive 
day, then ſhall every good man have praiſe of 
God”, This is more than all, becauſe we 
have more to hope for from his favour, and 
more to fear from his diſpleaſure, than from 
all the world beſides, How pleaſing, how 
acceptable to God an early piety! When our 
faculties firſt open to him, the author of 
them, in their freſheſt bloom, like the flow- 


ers 


* Phil. iv. 8. 1 Prov, xv. 20. 
= Rom, xiv, 18. * 1 Cor: 19.0, 
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ers to the Sun; and our homage aſcends to 
heaven gilded with a morning ray. Them 
that honour me, I will honour *. 

Such a character will be attended with the 
nobleſt pleaſures. Pleaſure, J am ſenſible, is 
the charm of youth. But what pleaſure ? 
ſhould it be the pleaſure of a man or a brute ?. 
The pleaſures of ſenſe we have in common 
with the brutes, and if thoſe are all you aim 
at, e en go to the mire and the trough: put 
on the forms of ſavage nature, for the very 
ſhape of a man points out a ſublimer hap- 
pineſs?. And even then, when you herd 
with them, you muſt avoid excels ; for brutes 
never puſh - their pleaſures beyond the 
ſtrength of their conſtitution and circumſtan- 
ces. The pleaſures of a man are to know 
and worſhip his maker? to improve his rea- 
ſon ; to ſearch after truth; to cheriſh kind 
and benevolent diſpoſitions; and acquure every 
moral excellence, and divine reſemblance. 
Thoſe are rational, ſolid, and durable plea- 
ſures, which will grow in the purſuit ; and 
revive in the recolſection: pleaſures moſt a- 
dapted to. beings capable of reaſon. and re- 
flection; which time will not waſt, nor hea- 
ven reject, Thoſe are the pleaſures which 
religion recommends. And therefore it is a 
miſtake to think, that when we become re- 

3 ligious, 
* 1 Sam. ii. 30. 


Os homini ſublime dedit: cœlumque tueri 
Juſlit, Ov. met, 1. 85. 
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kgious, we muſt give up ourſelves to ſpleen 
and melancholy. The religious man of all 
others has the greateſt reaſon to be chearful 
and fatisfied ; and it is impoſſible, I conceive, 
that any man ſhould be ſo, upon any other 
principles, unleſs he can be eaſy againſt: his 
reaſon, and ſatisfyed with the happineſs of a 
dream. Nay religion allows of all ſenſible 
pleaſures, that are innocent; that are con- 
ſiſtent with our health, reaſon, reputation, 
prudence, and condition of life. Rejoice O 
young man in thy youth, and let thy beart chear 


thee in the days of thy youth ; and walk in the 


way of thy heart, and in the ſight of thine eyes: 
but then mingle this thought with thy plea- 
ſures, that for all theſe things God will bring 
thee to judgment: remember that thou art 


accountable to him for thy conduct in them. 


Such a thought will prevent exceſs, and re- 
ſtrain thoſe luſts and paſſions, which render 
our pleaſures criminal. | | 

So long, my young friends, as you continue 
in the claſs of learners, you muſt be under 
direction. You will engage our hearts by 
paying a modeſt and reſpectful attention to 
what we ſay. You will give the happy pre- 
fage of wiſdom and virtue, in thinking no 


reſtraints unreaſonable, which are intended 


for your good: and avoid that bitter farcaſm 
of wanting no ſenſe, but common ſenſe, 
i. e. a capacity almoſt for any thing; but 
G never 

Eccleſ. xi. . 
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never. applied to a regular, and prudent c 
homy of private affairs: generally the eſ- 
ſect of pride, and ſource of ruin. Hear 
counſel. and receive inſtruction, that thou 
nayeſt be wiſe in the courſe of thy life; wiſe 
in thy latter end.. In your converſes with 
ane another aim at ſomething that ſhall dif. 
cover nobleneſs and dignity of mind. Mo- 
deſty, meekneſs and chaſtity are lovely or- 
naments of youth. The moral beauty de- 
lights, and triumphs here, beyond all the 
brillancy of jewels, or delicacy of art and 
faſhion. God himſelf has put a price upon 
thoſe virtues, and that alone is ſufficient to 
make them worth our purchaſe. Whoſe adorn- 
ing let it not. be (i. e. chiefly) that outward 
adorning of plaiting the bair, and of wear- 
ing of. gold, or of puting on of apparel. But 
is it be the hidden man of ' the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek and quiet ſpirit,  aohich is in the fight 
of God f great price.. Abhor the impure 
mage, and — inuendo, than which no- 
wing more defiles the heart, debaſes the con- 
ver ſation, and diſcovers a low vitiated taſt, 
But fornication, and all ancleanneſi, or cove- 


' Ceoufneſs (ĩt ſhould be rather tranſlated, im- 


medeft: defere) let it nat be once named amongſt 
oy as nee 1 85 : nnn nee 


| | ner 
i * Prov. wh; . , Sofia pet. ii. 3, 4 


Eph. v. 3, 4. Thacorstia is an inordigate deſire ; not 


| % FR riches, but venereal pleaſures, Kc. Vid. Hammond 
: Ren. 1. 29. Lock Eph. v. 3. 


The fading flowers of life: 43 
nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting which are not 
convenient, i. e. which are unſeemly, in- 
decent, and greatly offenſive to modeſt ears. 
Avoid ſinful paſſions and ſinful expreſſions, 
which are the ſymptoms of a weak, careleſs 


and corrupt heart: and be fo remarkable 


for your - ſteady attachment to truth, that 
you would ſcorn to do a wicked thing, or 
ſpeak. a falſe one. ö 9 
When you come to live more at large in 
the world, to enter into new friendſhips and 
engagements, then we are in moſt pain and 
anxiety for you. Such corruptions, ſuch 
ſnares and tempters are every where to be 


met with, that we fear how you will eſ. 


cape thoſe rocks, upon which thouſands have 
periſhed. Whatever ſhall be your future 
ſtation ; whatever your buſineſs, reſolve al- 
ways to act in character, i. e. in ſuch a man- 
ner, as the world will expect from one of 
your profeſſion. Don't expect that things 
will anſwer your ſanguine hopes. Interrup- 
tions, diſappointments, you will certainly ex- 

rience. To know this will prepare you 
to enter life with the more caution and re- 


ſerve, Two fatal errors in the beginning 


you cannot too reſolutely avoid, namely, the 


- frequenting bad company, which will take 


off the odium of vice: the indulging to eaſe 
and pleaſure, which has tempted many to 
begin life, where they ought to end it, by 
enjoying themſelves. T'wo dangerous _ 
| takes 
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takes indeed, and which a deteſtable flattery- 
has opened the way to: flattery, which com- 
monly hides us from ourſelves. 

Venerate your creator, upon whoſe. blec. 
fing, your health, your friendſhips, your fu- 
ture ſucceſs depend. Be not aſhamed, by 
publick worſhip, or {ſecret prayer to on 
your dependence, where your obligations are 
fo great, and fo conſtant. Your blooming 
hopes may fail; your faireſt flowers be cut 
down. Youth may be in a coffin, . beauty in 
a grave. To live well is the way to die 
well, and receive life and happineſs out of this 
ehaſtly ruin. And then our frail fading flow- 
ers will be tranſplanted to the e of | 
God, and live there in one eternal ſpring, and 
flouriſh there with an undecaying verdure and 
bloom. Which God of his infinite mercy grant, 
Ow Teſs _— our Led. 
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